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I dedicate this book to two people I know and admire for their courage to
change society rather than passively "adapt" to it just for personal security
and comfort, and who have generously spent many hours teaching me about
the true and revolutionary essence of the ongoing American experiment:
Professors George Henderson and Melvin Tolson. This is also dedicated to
Ada Lois Sipuel Fisher, who sued for her right to attend the University of
Oklahoma law school in 1946, a case that went all the way to the U.S.
Supreme Court. It is also important to remember the white students, professors, and administrators who supported these people in the face of majority
indignation. These three, who were willing to "die to make a difference, " as
Professor Henderson has conveyed to me, made it possible for women and
people of color to attend and teach at the University of Oklahoma.
During hours of conversation with Henderson, he relayed to me many truths,
some very personal. With his permission I share a few: In 1967, the
Henderson family became the first black family to own a house in Norman,
Oklahoma. One of their neighbors at the time asked his minister why God
hated him so much that He allowed a black family to move in next door.
The family's windows were broken, racial slurs were endured, and Professor
Henderson suffered doubt from what he had asked his family to endure by
moving to Norman. Today, he is one of the most celebrated faculty members
at the University of Oklahoma, having a wall full of awards, including
being named a Regent's Professor. His conviction of presence changed the
state and the university.
Ms. Fisher later became a member of the board of regents to the university
that once denied her admission.

